
  

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 6th March 2026 

 

GLASTONBURY & VICTORIOUS CLASSES 
You last had an FE newsletter update in November. So many 
exciting things have happened since then! Students continue 
to work on their personalised timetables that have included the 
following: 
 
Skills for Life & Learning 
Cooking; Gardening; Home 
maintenance; Literacy & ICT; Money 
skills; Phonics; Shopping; Speech & 
Language; Travel training (public 
buses & trains). 
 
Personal & Social Development 
All About Me (learning about their own 
SEND); Library Visits; Relationship, 
Sex and Health Education, Sensory 
Cooking, TAC PAC. 
 
Sport, Physical Activity & Leisure 
Basketball; Horse riding; Hydro; 
Physio; Table cricket.  
 
Vocational Studies 
Employability skills; Enterprise (prep 
for school summer Fete); Litter picking 
 
Developing Creativity & Expressing 
Art & Music. 
 
 



  

 

As well as their curricular offer, we have 
been trying to really add breadth to what 
we offer outside of our school hours 
programme. One standout event was 
when some of our students attended a 
disco for 16-19 year olds at The Orange 
Rooms in Southampton, joining this fun 
after a meal out at Wetherspoons! 
Another was attending the spectacular 
production of ñThe Ancient Oak of Baldorò 
at The Point Theatre in Eastleigh. Our 
sensory learners loved the show and had 
a great day out. We have also had a 
fabulous movie night with pizza and 
popcorn at the FE Centre. There is also 
more to come, so look out for reports on 
our trip to see Eastleigh FC play football 
and our work with The Freedom Through 
Expression art 
gallery in Alton. 



  

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
What a tremendous effort was put into dressing up for 
our World Book Day today!  Amongst the scurvy swine 
pirates an occasional alternative book character would 
appear just to keep us on our toes.  The children had a 
wonderful time visiting the Openbox Theatre pirate 
workshop and were kept entertained by Kevin 
McDonald who took them on an interactive treasure 
hunt, finding clues to unlock his 
treasure chest while singing along the 
way.  He already knew a few of our 
students and was able to adapt his 
show according to needs.  It was 
brilliantly presented and appreciated by 
students and staff alike.  Here are 
some of the photos taken from today 
and hopefully we will be able to share 
more with you next weeké.. 



  

 



  

 

WHEELPOWER FESTIVAL 
On Thursday 26

th
 February, a small group of FE and Cello 

students attended the Wiltshire Wheelpower Festival in 
Salisbury. They had a fantastic day trying out a variety of 
wheelchair sports and meeting some great coaches along 
the way.  
 
Their day started with some laser shooting, which was 
fantastic!  Ellie, Jack and Zac were great shots and 
managed to hit all the targets. They then moved on to try 
badminton, where they used some new equipment 
enabling them to use nets to catch the shuttlecocks if 
unable to hit them. Ed really enjoyed racing to collect as 
many shuttlecocks as possible although, Gemmaôs driving 
skills were not that great, so lots were missed! 
 

Next was wheelchair rugby and the 
students worked together to throw 
and catch the balls, increasing the 
distance and working on their skills. 
They also enjoyed watching a game 
of rugby. Zac loved seeing the 
players crash in to each other and he 
was amazed at the speed! 
 
After lunch, they participated in a boccia 
session with a great coach who 
encouraged everyone to try their best. 
The games were close, with both teams 
winning a few rounds each. Ellie 
showed that she had a good throwing 
arm and didnôt even need the ramp! 
Well done, Ellie! Jack also showed off 
his aiming skills and was able to knock 
the other team away from the jack in a 
few rounds. 

 



  

 

The group finished the day with some table tennis, which 
mostly ended in the staff running around trying to pick up the 
balls! Ellie had so much fun and got so tired, she nearly fell 
asleep!   
 

A huge thanks goes out to Linda (Ellieôs mum) and Mike 
(Jackôs dad) for accompanying them and making it possible 
to take the group out. 

PARENTSô GROUP 
Sharon Portsmouth, Family Support 
Practitioner, will be holding the next 
Parentsô Group/Coffee Afternoon on 
Wednesday, 18th March at 1.30pm 
at school.  Refreshments will be 
available while having a general 
chat.  You may have some 
interesting news that may help other 
parents or just need to unload some 
worries you have yourself.  Please come along and meet 
others who are in similar situations.   
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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OPAL (OUTSIDE PLAY AND LEARNING) 
Opal play is going from strength to strength at Icknield School. 
Some of the parents will have seen only this week all the staff 
outside exploring the play resources and coming up with new 
and exciting ways to engage the children.  
 
To support the play continuing to grow we are going to be 
theming our weeks and making sure there is lots of exciting 
variety.  
 
This week we have been focusing on 
balls and bubbles! The children had such 
fun playing all week with the new ideas. 
Over the next few weeks we will be 
exploring, shaving foam, cereal, flour, 
dressing up, small world, pots and pans, 
den building and much more! 
 
If you have a play idea that you 
remember as a child or that you know 
your child really loves, please could you 
dojo your class teacher so the idea can 
get shared across the school to continue 
to make play time as exciting and 
engaging as we possibly can! 
 


